Virginia Bass Chapter Federation Board Meeting Minutes
Microtel, South Hill Va
August 24, 2025
Board Members
President…………. Scott Whitmore
Vice President……. Steve Hajdasz
Region 1 Director…. Kenny Brown
Region 4 Director…. Chuck Hart  
Region 6 Director…. James Vick
Region 8 Director… John Flicek
Region 10 Director… Tim Keen
Tournament Director… Alton Vaughn 
Assistant Tournament Director…Becky Conley 
Youth Director………Tim Mick
Conservation Director…. John Flicek
Secretary……. Absent 
Treasurer……... Stephanie Brewer 


The board meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by the President.

Presidents Opening Remarks
Good 2025 Tournament season.. new scales purchased and working well...reorganized trailer..thank you to everyone..

Meeting Minutes
There were no meeting minutes from the May 18th board meeting due to several absences..

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer presented the treasurer’s report. The Region 6 Director made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented and the Region 4 Director seconded the motion.

Conservation Report
The Conservation Director shared details about the Community meeting attended for Nottoway River.  Wants to make national scenic waterway (currently state scenic waterway).  Homeowners do not want distinction and county wants.  

Youth Report
Youth Director is now a “Coach” for High School/SAF.  This will enable Director to set up a new Tournament Trail that will go straight to Nationals.  This will allow us to sign up youth that want to fish with their parent. Mention of a Youth fund raiser to help fund participates going to Nationals.  Will be submitting budget request for 2026 that will be funded by a youth fundraiser.

Budget Report
The Vice President presented an update of the current budget. 


Tightlines
Tight lines director out of the country and needs articles prior to September 6th.  If you have articles after, please send and the article will be added once returned.  Please also send any 2026 Region/Club schedules to be added.
Old Business
Detailed tracking of cost for each Federation Event
Vice President has added tracking costs of Federation Events to Budget.

2025 NSF Registration Method, Deadline and Payment
NSF sign ups are complete..  Check to TBF being sent by treasurer.  Many thanks to Region Directors for help in ensuring process was uneventful. 

Membership Growth
Entering membership season.  Please remember that TBF national deadline is 12/31/2025, membership numbers are reflective as of this date when national office is searching for insurance.  The more members the lower possible cost. The more members the more VIPs we may be eligible for.  

Regional Payout Posting and Side Pot:
Payout will be posted for Championship Tournament as participant numbers will be confirmed.  Side pot for tournaments are successful and puts more money into anglers hands.

Need New Sponsors 
Please keep on the lookout for potential sponsors. Think outside of the box for sponsors.

Payment to TBF for National Championship Competitors
Being sent in December.

TBF email blast system
The TBF email blast system is no longer in use.  Region Directors are requested to create email groups so that information can be quickly sent to membership.

Lie Detector:
Utilize once a year.  Need to find someone to administer test.  If you know someone, please notify president.

New Business
2025 Gun Raffle Drawing
Winner has picked up prize.  

2026 Gun Raffle Drawing
2026 raffle has been discussed.  Next years raffle will consist of a 30/06 rifle, 40 calibler pistol and gun safe.  500 tickets to be printed, drawing to be held June 5th at State Championship.


VIP Programs – State to hold one of each
Currently have some availability.  Please contact President for details.  

Angler/CoAngler Champions to TBF National Championship.  Point system change proposal
Proposal was submitted to have Article 8 Administrative Rules and Regulations.  27.1.  Proposal to increase the points awarded to teams that do not weigh fish from 50 to 100 points.  Region 6 approved the motion and Region 1 seconded the motion.   Vote was unanimous to accept.  Information to be given to WebMaster to update website.

Tournament Permit Requirements
Conservation director passed out guidelines for obtaining permits for Tournaments.  The guidelines will also be posted in tightlines.

2026 Team Trail Schedule
October 25 – East Regional  (Chickahominy River-Riverfront Park Rt5)
March 14th – West Regional (Smith Mountain Lake-Parkway Marina) 
April 4th – South Regional (Lake Gaston-Holly Grove Marina)
May 2nd - Northern Regional (Lake Anna-Sturgeon Creek Marina)
June 5-7 – State Championship (Chickahominy River-Riverfront Park Rt5)

2026 Junior and SAF State Championships
Junior and SAF State Championships to be held March 14th Smith Mountain Lake going out of Parkway Marina.

2026 NSF location/Host Hotel and Meeting location
Sept. 25-7th National Semi Final (Lake Anna-Sturgeon Creek Marina).  Meeting to be held at Callie Opie’s Orchard.  Working on host hotel.

2026 End of Year Staff Gathering
President made the suggestion of holding an end of year Staff Gathering in December of 2026.  Details to be made at a later date.

Clothing Purchase for 2025
President has purchased t-shirts Made by Tammy Caldwell

Trailer UpdateRegional Payout Posting/Side Pot
Trailer has been painted, floor to be tiled, pa system, storage, weigh in stand rebuild and wrap.  Weigh in baskets, bag stand and Expandable water hose.

Nominations for President
Scott Whitmore has been nominated for President.  Nominations will be held open until vote at November Board Meeting.


Enhancements for 2026 Season
Motion was made to add “Lunker of the Year” award for 2026 Tournament Season. Winner will receive a large plaque and $100.  Member must be active for 2026 season to receive award.  Region 8 made the motion and Region 4 seconded.  Motion was approved unanimously.

Motion was made by Region 8 to provide a $200 prize for “Smallest fish limit” during all Tournament Trail events.  Members must be present to win.  Region 10 seconded the motion.  Motion approved unanimously.

New Region 3
President has been approached to create a new Region 3.  President advised stipulations for a Region to be created. Once those requirements are met we will add Region 3 back into the State Federation.

New Clubs/New Members 
Please ensure membership info is entered correctly or has been updated for existing members 

Member Registering for Tournaments
Please ensure that members are using the name that was entered with TBF during Tournament Registration.  This will ensure that results are correct and the correct names are provided to TBF for National Semifinals and Angler/Co-angler Champions. 


Early Input for Fall Tightlines
Reminder John is going out of Country and needs your articles ASAP. He will return on October 4th and needs to finalize the Tighlines for publication ASAP.

Change in National bylaws in regards to youth fishing in adult tournaments
Youth can fish in Adult clubs but need to pay their Junior membership or SAF Membership.
 

National Board Meeting in Pierre, SD
TBF Membership cards to be emailed. Club Presidents responsibility to ensure distribution.
Ensure safety precautions enforced at all TBF events.
TBF tournaments are broadcasted on Outdoor Active and Pursuit Digital.
Encourage High School Members to become members of Adult Clubs.
Youth to have tournaments on different bodies of water (ponds, lakes, rivers)
Ensure that non competitor’s logos are not visible in pictures/posts
No VIP’s are to be advertised on social media
Virginia very well represented for Junior World Championship.  Virginia ended up in 6th place
TBF now has 2 entries for Toyota Series Championship
2026 Co-Anglers will have a 3 fish limit for National Semi Finals and National Championship
Co-anglers/Anglers should have conversations prior to take off to discuss fishing spots, Netting, etc.
Foul Hooked fish – Fish that can be visibly seen while attempting to catch them must be hooked inside mou

Comments:
President will be moving to North Carolina.  Tournament Trailor will need to stay in Virginia after Tournament in October. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:21

Next Board Meeting – November 9th (South Hill, VA)
